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     Dear Parents/Carers,  

  
     I am delighted to be writing my first newsletter as the new Deputy Headteacher of Poringland  
     Primary School and Nursery.  I have had a wonderful week and it has been a pleasure getting  
     to know the children, staff and yourselves better.  I would like to thank everyone for being so  
     welcoming and supportive.  Poringland is an amazing school and I feel so lucky to be a part of it  
     and I am really looking forward to working with you all in the future. 

  
      One of my roles as Deputy Headteacher is to work closely with the staff, children and the  
      community to ensure that Poringland continues to develop as a place of excellence. There are  
      a number of exciting projects I will be working on to help develop the school, such as, the  
      curriculum.  I feel passionate about creating a curriculum that the staff love to teach and the  
      children love to learn. 

  
       I would also like to take this opportunity to wish you all a very happy new year and I hope you 
       all had a wonderful festive season.  There is a really positive atmosphere around school this  
       week; children have been working hard and are clearly enthused by their new topics. 

  
Kind regards, 
  

Mrs Hannah Howard. 
  
 
 

COOL MILK 
If you pay for your child’s milk 
drink through Cool Milk, there 
will be a slight price increase 
from 23p to 24p as of January 
2022. 

            CONGRATULATIONS 
    Congratulations to Miss 
    Burdett on getting married. 
    We would like to wish the 
    happy couple the very 
    best for the future.  
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Upton  
Max for making amazing progress in phonics and reading due to his determination and hard 
work.  Keep it up Max!  

Hickling  
Alfie for developing greater independence.  Alfie has become very good at caring for his own 
needs and belongings and conscientiously completes all of his activities.  Well done Alfie. 

Rockland  
Arthur for excellent work in maths. Arthur was able to produce arrays in pictures and with 
resources to represent times tables for 2, 3, 5 and10.  A super focused attitude - well done Arthur!  

Salhouse  
Maisy for a really positive start to the term.  She is listening   well to instructions 
and she is trying hard across the curriculum.  

Malthouse  
Blake for his excellent work on multiplication this week.  Well done Blake! 

Wroxham  
Connie for being an excellent team member and helping her group during literacy.  Great work 
Connie! 

Brundall  
Sam and Luna for generating some excellent ideas in English using fronted adverbials to create their 
own version of a traditional African story. 
 
Ranworth  
George for his fabulous writing about African countries and African tales.  He has given 100% 
effort in every piece of work, a brilliant start to the term.  

Fritton  
Hamish for contributions made during class discussion in English demonstrating a new level of 
engagement! Great job Hamish!  

Ormesby 
Mia C for her brilliant input using inference skills in class discussions on ‘Goodnight Mr Tom’.  
She then used her perceptive comments in her writing by describing the different characters in 
great detail! 

Surlingham  
William – you have been on fire since returning after Christmas.  In every lesson, your’re listening 
carefully, your hand is up and you are completing some fabulous pieces of work! 

Barton  
Alfie for a great attitude to learning and super contributions in class this week.  Well done!  
  

 

 
 

2 



3 

INFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 
The symptoms of COVID-19 are: 
• a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to measure 

your temperature) 
• a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 

in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 
• a loss of or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

Suspected Cases of COVID-19 
The Norfolk Outbreak Management Centre have advised us that many people are testing positive without 
displaying the recognised symptoms of COVID-19. Many are displaying no symptoms at all, or mild cold-like 
symptoms (e.g. runny nose, sore throats, headaches, etc.). If a person displays any such symptom, however mild, 
we urge you to book a PCR test. 

 
Please note that Lateral Flow tests are designed for asymptomatic testing (where an individual 
does NOT display symptoms), and if an individual is symptomatic, a PCR test must be arranged. The 
child should self-isolate until the results of the PCR test are known. 

 
What to do in the event of a positive Lateral Flow Test 
Pupils with a positive Lateral Flow test result should self-isolate and arrange a PCR test. Whilst awaiting the PCR 
result, the child should continue to self-isolate. 

 
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it overrides the lateral flow 
test and the pupil can return to school, as long as the individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms. 

 
What to do in the event of a positive PCR test 
In the event that a child tests positive for COVID-19, they will need to self-isolate for 7 days. On days 6  
and 7 the person who has tested positive must take a lateral flow test and be negative both times to then  
return to school.  If the results on day 6 or 7 are positive there has to be proof of 2 consecutive days with a 
negative test result to return to school. 
 

    Close contacts in schools are now identified by NHS Test and Trace and education settings will no  
    longer be expected to undertake contact tracing. 
 
     NHS Test and Trace will work with the positive case and/or their parent to identify close contacts.  
     Contacts from a school setting will only be traced by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case or  
     their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact. This is likely to be a small  
     number of individuals who would be most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the  
     close contact. You may be contacted in exceptional cases to help with identifying close contacts,  
     as currently happens in managing other infectious diseases. 
 
     From 14 December 2021, adults who are fully vaccinated and all children and young people aged  
     between 5 and 18 years and 6 months identified as a contact of someone with COVID-19 are  
     strongly advised to take a LFD test every day for 7 days and continue to attend their setting as  
     normal, unless they have a positive test result. Daily testing of close contacts applies to all contacts  
     who are:  

• fully vaccinated adults – people who have had 2 doses of an approved vaccine  
• all children and young people aged 5 to 18 years and 6 months, regardless of their vaccination  
   status  
• people who are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons  
• people taking part, or have taken part, in an approved clinical trial for a COVID-19 vaccine Children under 5    
years are exempt from self-isolation and do not need to take part in daily testing of close contacts. 
 

Further information is available in NHS Test and Trace: what to do if you are contacted and in the stay at home: 
guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection. 

 
What happens if my child is ill but without COVID symptoms? 
Providing that your child does NOT have any of the COVID-19 symptoms listed above, they are able to attend 
school if parents/carers judge that they are well enough to do so. However, if we are concerned that a child is not 
well enough to remain in school, we will contact parents/carers to come and collect them. 
Reporting an absence due to illness 
When using email or voicemail message to contact the school to report a child’s absence, please state the child’s 
symptoms and make clear whether or not testing or self-isolation is necessary. 
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DIARY DATES 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday 20th & 25th January 

 
Thursday 27th January 
 
Tuesday 1st February 
 
WC 7th February 
 
WC 7th February  
 

Y2 walk in Poringland 
 
Holocaust memorial day (KS2) 
 
Chinese New Year 
 
Parents evening 
 
Children’s mental health week 

End of half Term: Friday 11th February at 3pm 

 
Tennis club 

We are pleased to let you know we are looking to keep our tennis club running on a 
Tuesday after school. Last term our older children had the opportunity so this time 
we are offering places to Years 2 and 3.  The coach is really good and it's definitely 
something worth doing if your child is interested to learn tennis. 
 

 

COVID-19 UPDATE 
Following the email sent out last week via Parentmail, there has been a further update to COVID-19 
Guidance. 

The guidance states that confirmatory PCR tests following a positive lateral flow device (LFD) test result 
are to be temporarily suspended from Tuesday 11 January. Individuals should only use a LFD test if 
they are asymptomatic (no symptoms). If an individual experiences symptoms, a PCR test should still 
be arranged. 

 
This will mean that anyone who receives a positive LFD test result will be required to self- isolate 
immediately and will not be required to take a confirmatory PCR test. 
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WRAPPING UP WARM 
The weather forecast is suggesting that we are entering a cold snap. 
Today, temperatures were below freezing when the children arrived at 
school. Please ensure that your child dresses according to the weather. 
 
In order to keep the classrooms well-ventilated and ‘COVID-19 compliant’, 
we have to ensure a supply of fresh air throughout the day. Consequently, 
the classrooms can become a little chilly in extremely cold weather. We 
would advise the children to wear an additional vest or T-shirt under the 
school uniform. Hats, scarves and gloves may also be useful. Please 
ensure that all items are clearly named. 

 
EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSURES 

Hopefully this will not become necessary, but it is the time of year  
when we can experience extreme wintry weather. In the event of a 
school closure at Poringland, details will be posted on the Norfolk  
County Council School Closures website: 
http://www.disruptions.norfolk.gov.uk/nccclosures_schools.html 

 
As soon as any risk assessment of the sites is made, we will also 
contact parents/carers by text message or email via Parentmail. 

 
Building works 

We are really excited to announce that the building 
work for the new school studio will be starting at the  
end of February.  The build will be taking place near 
the Y6 classrooms and this will no doubt cause  
some disruption but I am sure you would agree, the  
end result will be worth it!  Mr Dean will keep you  
posted and provide more details at a later date. 

 

School equipment – your help needed! 
We are finding some of our equipment left 
on the playground at the end of the day.  
Please can you ensure that at the end of 
the school day, your child doesn’t use any 
of the school lunchtime equipment – balls, 
skipping ropes etc.  Thank you for your 
continued support with this matter. 

http://www.disruptions.norfolk.gov.uk/nccclosures_schools.html
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Year 4 News 
 

This half term, Year 4 are learning about Stories from Other Cultures in English with a 
particular focus on Africa. So far, the children have learned about where the continent 
of Africa is, researched some of the 50+ countries that make up the continent and 
discovered some traditional stories from those countries. 
 
As Africa has a largely spoken culture, with over 1000 languages spoken across the 
continent, the children have enjoyed learning and retelling some traditional African 
stories. Once the children had a good understanding of their African traditional tale, 
they wrote  their own version of the story. They focused on including fronted adverbials 
and extending their sentences using conjunctions. 

 

 
“I have enjoyed learning about new African countries I had not heard of before such as 

Swaziland and also listening to the stories from those countries.” - Noah C 
 

“I enjoyed listening to African stories such as ‘Ananse and the Impossible Quest’.”  - 
Poppy 

 
“I have enjoyed writing my own version of an African tale called ‘The Two Cold 
Porcupines’.” - Oisin 
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Well done to the following children, who 
have been recognised for working 
particularly hard on Accelerated Reader and 
MyOn. Keep up the good work! 

 
Beth - Surlingham  

Isabelle – Surlingham 
Zara – Barton 

Joshua – Barton 
Darcey – Barton 

Lily – Fritton 
Olivia - Fritton  
Zach - Fritton 

William – Ormesby 
Connie - Wroxham 
Maggie - Wroxham  
Olivia - Ranworth  
Jessica - Brundall 
Freddie - Brundall 

Isla – Brundall 
Alexa - Malthouse 
Luka - Malthouse 

Armanda – Malthouse 
Henry – Salhouse 
Sophie – Salhouse 
Isla – Salhouse 
Rose - Salhouse 

Registration 
Just a gentle reminder that registration 
closes at 8:45am. Your child/ren will be 
marked late if they arrive after this time.  
Thank you for your continued support. 

STAFFING UPDATE 
We would like to offer a warm welcome to 
Miss Kimberly Stevens, who is our new 
teaching assistant working with Rockland 
class.  

School jumpers 
 
We have a huge box of school jumpers, with 
no names on them and it has been sitting in 
the staff room for quite some time.  So, we 
have decided to wash them and you are 
welcome to help yourselves to them.  You will 
find them in labelled boxes under the pavilion, 
near the school field. These will be available 
from Friday 21st January. 
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