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Friday 12 February 2021 

 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
It’s hard to believe that we have reached the end of another half term.  This week has been 
‘Children’s Mental Health Week’, and whilst the wintry weather may have added to the stress 
for many of the adults, I hope that the children were able to take advantage of the opportunity 
to play in the snow. 
 
Clearly, as we move into the next half term, there is still a degree of uncertainty about whether 
the government will wish to begin the process of opening of schools from 8 March. 
 
In the meantime, we wish you all a happy and healthy half term. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Mr Walker 
 

Deputy Headteacher   

 

Our Nursery     
Children have 
been enjoying the 
snow... 
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This week’s nominations are: 

 

Year 1 

 Oscar for always makes amazing videos of his home learning.  All of the Upton team love     
seeing his brilliant acting and presenting skills! 

 Jessica A for always being a very hardworking member of our class. She has maintained 
this throughout the lockdown period, engaging very well with the various activities and  
producing some amazing artwork. 

 

Year 2 

 Bailey for really being inspired by our History and Geography lessons this half term.  He 
has not only written some great descriptions but also drawn very detailed pictures. 

 Isabella for showing her teachers that she has been focused on and motivated by the 
home learning tasks.  She has thought carefully about presenting her work.  

 Ava for having such a positive attitude towards all her work. 
 William for consistently working so hard at home. 
 
Year 3 
 Harriett for fantastic perseverance with home learning in maths. 
 Lewis for working very hard at home learning tasks and always being enthusiastic on 

zooms, particularly saying ‘good morning’ every day!  
 
Mrs Hamilton says:

Year 4 

 Zach for being attentive during our Zoom meetings and attempting all of the work that is 
set despite finding some of it difficult. 

 Olivia for showing great determination and perseverance with her work. Plus, she always 
asks for help if she needs it. 

 Sophie W for producing some brilliant writing in English and working really hard with the 
maths and persevering when she finds it tricky. 

 
Year 5 
 Ellis for his WONDERFUL story on The Journey. I was really impressed with his ideas and 

the vocabulary used. 
 Eva for engaging with her learning 100% and never cuts corners!  Every single piece of 

work she has produced this half term has been WONDERFULLY presented.  
 
Year 6 
 Freddie and Henry for their tremendous effort on both the work and the zoom calls. 
 Saul for his happy and relaxed attitude to lockdown school and hard work on the zooms 

when at home. 

‘Well done to everyone in Malthouse for their hard work and enthusiasm throughout this half 
term. Mrs Hamilton is very pleased and proud of each and every one of you.’ 
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Year One have been having a fantastic time over the past two weeks learning all about Chinese 
New Year! 
 
We have listened to the Chinese New Year story and found out which animal from the story we 
are, based on the year we were born. Some of us even researched what animals all of our   
family are too! We had a go with joining in with some colourful and energetic dragon and lion 
dances, then calmed things down with a bit of Tai Chi and meditation. 
 
We had a super lesson learning the song "Gung Hay Fat Choi," a Cantonese song wishing   
people good fortune and happiness in the new year. We've gotten really crafty, making Chinese 
dragons, lanterns and special new year drums. We also had a special Chinese New Year 
"Crack the Code" maths lesson, where we had to solve the problems to decode the message 
that revealed our afternoon topic activity for that day. 

 

 

HALF TERM 

Please note that the Government have made clear that schools are NOT expected to open for 
the children of critical workers during February Half Term.  There will be no Home Learning   
during Half Term.  

Year 1 have also been working as scientists to find the best way to 
keep our ice cubes solid. We have put some very ingenious ideas 
to the test and found out that they 
need good insulation or a cold               
environment 
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SAFER INTERNET DAY—TUESDAY 9TH FEBRUARY 2021 

 
On Tuesday 9 February, it was Safer 
Internet Day. With all of the children at 
home accessing the internet for school 
work, it is even more important than  
ever to remind the children about online 
safety. 
 
Watch out for assemblies on Tapestry 
and Google Classrooms.  If you would 
like to learn more, please see the      
following link to access lots of useful 
information and resources: 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-
internet-day/2021 

 

 

We have been learning about the jobs of people who help us .  We have had fun in school    
role-playing jobs like ambulance driver and firefighters.  We also learned about vets and what 
they do to help our pets. We chose an animal we liked and made it using a paper plate.   

Playing with our smallworld toys helps us learn about the world around us, and the uniforms 
people wear for their jobs.  We’ve used fun drawings of pets to practise using our pencils very 
carefully so we can become really good at handwriting! 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2021
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/2021
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Poringland families, we need you!  Do you know who Spider Gran is? Who could be The    
Strawberry? Confused?  Some of our  wonderful adults have taken on alter egos and disguised 
themselves to entertain you over half term. 
 
Poringland Primary School & Nursery present: The Masker Reader. Watch our video via this 
link: https://youtu.be/a4co8aCBvWc  Guess who is reading each poem or book extract. Maybe 
you will be inspired to read one of the books yourself.  Staff have had great fun and hilarity 
compiling this for you, so we hope you like it. 
 
Mrs Aldis, our Catering Manager, will kindly bake a cake for the family who match the most staff 
members to their alter ego. To enter, fill in this Google Form by 4pm on FRIDAY 19th           
FEBRUARY https://forms.gle/XBhRdbQz5r5LyUQh7  If more than one family match the same 
amount of teachers correctly, Mr Dean will pull one name out of a hat. 
 
Finally, if you enjoy this project, please donate generously on our JustGiving page for The 
Nook. EACH are currently unable to raise money through events and shops, so we would like 
to continue to support the charity. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/maskedreader 
 
Staff will be unmasked after half term and we will let you know who wins. 

https://youtu.be/a4co8aCBvWc
https://forms.gle/XBhRdbQz5r5LyUQh7
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/maskedreader&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1612900647819000&usg=AFQjCNFSA0FCZWiuL4beb9l_45PANk91qA

