
Castles and Knights
Year 2  Year A 

Spring 2nd  half

English
- To explore and enjoy stories with castle 
settings and stories with knights and dragons
- Enjoy Fairytale stories, settings and characters 
and to write descriptions of these
- Create wanted posters for baddies
- Create short stories and new endings based on 
those read
- If I were a knight/king/queen I would …
(Write or record a short speech as this 
character)
- Retell the traditional story of St George and the 
dragon and compare with other dragon texts
- Explore and create poetry based on dragons 
(list poems, kennings)
- Drama/role play as a story character
- Guided Reading (based on the topic)
- Reinforce Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 
- Plan our writing
- To add description (adjectives and noun 
phrases) to our writing
- Make good use of a variety of conjunctions
- Read our writing, checking for sense and 
making suitable additions

Phonics
- Reading, spelling and applying Common 
Exception words 
- u (o), ee (ey), o (a) after w and qu, er (spelt 
or) and or (spelt ar) after w, zh (spelt s)
- Revision of previous spelling patterns

History
- To find out about why, when and where 
castles were built in Britain
- To introduce the purpose of a castle 
- Explore the design, layout and features of 
different castles
- To learn about what different materials 
castles were made out of (Science link)
- To learn about the history of Norwich 
Castle
- To find out about who lived in castles in the 
past
- To find out what life was like living in a 
castle, depending on your role
- To find out about the lives of significant 
people 

Maths
2D and 3D shapes

- Recognise 2D and 3D shapes
- Make 2D and 3D shapes
- Count sides and vertices on 2D shapes
- Draw 2D shapes
- Lines of symmetry
- Sort 2D shapes
- Make patterns with 2D shapes
- Count faces, edges and vertices on 3D shapes
- Sort 3D shapes
- Make patterns with 3D shapes

Fractions
- Working with parts and wholes
- Recognising and finding halves, quarters and 
thirds
- Unit and non-unit fractions
- The equivalence of ½ and  ²⁄₄
- Finding ¾ 
- Counting in fractions
- Problem solving with fractions

Home Projects (see separate document 
-this is for all home and school learners)

- Dragon collage 
- Make a model of a castle (junk or 
construction)
- Make a Knight’s shield and/or a helmet
- Simple medieval recipes (Quick 
Gingerbread, Oatcakes, Barley Bread)



Computing and Art: 
Purple Mash: Creating Pictures

- To explore the work and styles of various artists
- To create artwork based on various styles and 
artists using ‘2Paint a Picture’
- To use skills learnt to create pictures based on 
this half terms topic, characters, settings and 
castles

Geography
- Explore vocabulary associated with different 
landscapes, (mountains, hills, valleys, forest, farm 
etc)
- Use aerial photographs and plans to identify 
landmarks and basic human and physical 
features (linked to castles)
- Create a physical 3D landscape of your 
favourite fairytale/castle setting (Record a short 
clip describing your landscape)
- Devise a simple map to represent a fairytale 
setting/journey including geographical features
- Use and construct basic symbols in a key to 
accompany our maps, adding compass points too

Art and DT
- Create a Dragon collage 
- Develop drawing skills and techniques
- Detailed pen drawings of castles
- Paul Klee castle art work (geometric 
shapes)
- Paint a background and favourite fairytale 
character to be mounted on this
- Design a Coat of Arms
- Easter craftsMusic: ‘I wanna play in a band’

-Listen to rock music and experiment with different 
sounds
-Use YUMU at home PATHS

We will continue to talk about our feelings 
and use the Paths Control Signals.
We will also use texts including ‘I am 
Worried’ and ‘It’s Not Fair’.
We will think about our self-esteem.

Relationships and Sex Education
‘My Relationships’

-To actively listen to others
-To think about ways of communicating 
effectively
-To consider ways of resolving 
disagreements

P.E
- Cosmic Yoga: Fairy tales, Dinosaurs and 
Dragons, Cracker the Dragon of Wonder
- Kids Adventure Yoga: Little Red and Riding 
Hood
- Ironstone Yoga: Jack and the Beanstalk
- Dance and Drama: Knights, Castles and 
Dragons (BBC Teach Radio)
- Simple keep fit circuits

R.E Our key question:
How important is it to Christians that 

Jesus came back to life after His 
crucifixion?

- Discuss a person or a pet who has died 
(Talk about how, even if we can’t see the 
person, we can see them inside our head 
and remember them in our special 
memories)
- To learn that Christians believe Jesus was 
given to people by God to save them from 
suffering
- To discuss the Easter story and our ideas 
about it
- To understand that there’s no right or wrong 
answer and that Christians believe Jesus 
came back to life to show them that there is 
life after death in heaven


