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29 January 2021 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
This week, we will all be aware that the lockdown has been extended and the government 
have indicated that schools could reopen from 8 March.  However, please remember that the 
government have offered no guarantees about the timetable for reopening schools.  
 
The school remains CLOSED to all but the children of critical workers and vulnerable children.  
It is vital that we all follow the advice to stay at home and avoid unnecessary journeys and  
social interaction. Even for critical workers, this means that if your child can stay at home, they 
should do so.  
 
Thank you to everyone who complete the Home Learning Questionnaire.  We had a fantastic 
response — 222 questionnaires!  At a time when home learning is a daily news item, we cannot 
begin to express how appreciative and encouraged we have been by your positive feedback 
and messages of support.  Over the coming days, we will read all the comments carefully, and 
will look to share our findings with you before Half Term.  

On behalf of all the staff, we wish you all a lovely weekend! 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Mr Dean and Mr Walker 
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This week’s nominations are: 

 

Year 1 

 George for going above and beyond with his home learning, showing fantastic enthusiasm 
and dedication; 

 Henry W for always being so positive and enthusiastic; he approaches every task with a 
smile and determination; 

 Huxley for confidently expresses his ideas and always gives thoughtful explanations. He 
listens well and takes on board the ideas of others, making him an excellent partner to 
work with. 

 

Year 2 

 Seth for demonstrating that he can work independently in all lessons.  He has been      
suggesting lots of good ideas for his own work and carrying it out with his usual neat 
presentation; 

 Layla for working hard ALL the time; 
 Freddie for making fantastic progress with handwriting. 
 
Year 3 
  Sam for fantastic maths work, both at home and in school;  
  Alfred for working so enthusiastically at home. Everyday his work has been excellent. Mrs 

Hamilton particularly LOVED his model of an Anglo- Saxon village.  
 
Year 4 

 Isla for showing a positive attitude to learning at home, particularly in maths where she has 
shown great perseverance; 

 Bobby for showing a fantastic improvement in his handwriting. He has been doing lots of 
extra practice at home and it has really shown in his school work. Keep it up!  

 
Year 5 
 Mollie F. for working at a consistently high standard; 
 Tommy for always giving 100%. He always puts a creative spin on his work which is so 

lovely to see! 
 Josh for really being focused on his maths. Miss Pugh has also enjoyed his video     

presentations for his English and art work this week. Whatever the task, Josh will ALWAYS 
give 100%! 

 
Year 6 
 Simon and Nicole for impeccable behaviour and hard work. All of the Year 6 team have 

been really impressed by the quality of their work; 
 Maisie for her brilliant attitude and fun personality during lockdown.  
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CRITICAL WORKER BOOKINGS  

Please note that the system for critical  worker bookings opens at 9am on Monday and 

closes at 3pm on Wednesdays.  Please complete the form within this time.   

To support us, we would respectfully ask that critical worker parents only use this       

provision where they have no alternative due to their work commitments. Parents/carers 

should NOT use this provision unless all the adults in the household are working on the day.  

If you have any queries about critical worker provision, then please contact Mr Walker. 

LATERAL FLOW TESTING FOR STAFF AT PORINGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL AND 
NURSERY 

From this week, our staff members will be starting to use lateral flow tests.  These will be       
conducted twice weekly. 

Please be aware that, in the event that a staff member tests positive with a lateral flow test, they 
are required to conduct a PCR Covid-19 Test.   

As a precaution, and in line with NEU guidance, the critical worker bubble for that year group will 
close until the PCR test result is known.  If the PCR test is positive, members of that year group 
bubble may be required to self-isolate.  If the PCR test is negative, the bubble will be able to   
return to school.  

NEW INTERACTIVE WHITEBOARDS 

We have new fencing and a writing shed in 
the shared outside Filby classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We also have installed new interactive    
whiteboards in Barnby, Hickling, Salhouse 
and Malthouse Classrooms. The Reception      
children also love the enormous boxes they 
came in!  

HALF TERM 

Please note that the Government have made 
clear that schools are NOT expected to open 
for the children of critical workers during    
February Half Term.  There will be no Home 
Learning during Half Term.  

BIG GARDEN BIRD WATCH 
This weekend the RSPB is holding its annual 
Big Garden Bird Watch from Friday 29th    
January until Sunday 31st January. 
 
You can select one hour on any of these days 
to discover what birds visit your garden. Even 
if you don't see anything, this is still important 
data for the RSPB so please still upload your 
results. All of the information helps the RSPB 
to monitor bird populations. 
 
All the information you 
need to know about how to 
join and what you need to 
do can be found at: 
 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/
birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-
big-garden-birdwatch/#Resources 
The website also contains the resources you 
will need such as a bird identification poster. 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/#Resources
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/#Resources
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/birdwatch/everything-you-need-to-know-about-big-garden-birdwatch/#Resources
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In Year 2, the topic has been 'Fire, Fire'.  Pupils have been creative, despite learning from 
home. 
 
Characters such as Toby, Vlad the flea and Samuel Pepys have helped pupils understand how 
long ago the fire was; what happened and how the fire changed London. 
 
The Year 2 team have been very impressed at the quality of writing the children produced when 
writing an eyewitness letter. It's also been fun for the team to watch children's videos of the     
London's Burning round, and fearsome flame art has been produced. 
 

 Work by Armanda (top 
left), Elainie (bottom left), 
Ethan E. (right) 


