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Dear parents/carers, 
 
We are entering the final part of this half term and I am pleased that things are continuing to 
go well. Thanks for supporting us by wearing a mask around school; it seems the right measure 
with the current national situation. 
 
We continue to develop our school to ensure that our children have access to a full and rich  
curriculum. We have recently signed up to  a program called 'Accelerated Reader'. It is        
targeted towards in Year 2 to Year 6. The aim is to support children with choosing appropriate 
texts when they are 'free readers'.  The children receive a Reading Age or ZPD score from 
termly tests and this will help us to track their progress and development. We will also have  
access to e-books linked to this scheme so children can access more books at home.  

We have also invested in lots of reading books this year connected to each topic the children 
are learning.  We want to share exciting books in order to inspire and enthuse our children to 
read. We want to promote the love of reading and connect it more to the topics that we are 
learning. The books will be in classrooms by the end of this half term. 

We have invested some money into improving maths resources for each class. Evidence shows 
that children learn best when they are able to use resources and learn kinaesthetically.  

Stay safe and have a great weekend! 

Mr Dean 

Headteacher 
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VISION AWARDS 

 

Hickling: Jessica N. for working really hard during handwriting lessons and persevering 
  when the letter formation is particularly challenging. 

 

Upton:  Romilly for being a cheerful, kind and friendly member of Upton class. She is    
  always keen to help other children and adults with jobs.  

 

Rockland:  Olivia for working hard in English lessons and producing a super piece of poetry 
  this week .  

 

Salhouse: Rory for a super lesson about number bonds, spotting patterns and helping others. 

  

Malthouse: Noah for producing some fantastic art work this week and for impressing Mrs 
  Hamilton with the effort he put into his maths homework.   

Wroxham: Max for developing a can do attitude to learning with brilliant determination.  

 

Brundall: Jack for always being so polite and well mannered. What a lovely young man to 
  have as part of Brundall Class! 

 

Ranworth:  Rosa for working hard in all of her lessons and for always being polite. She is a 
  wonderful asset to Ranworth class.  

 

Ormesby: Mollie for of the lovely stories she has been writing at home. Miss Pugh has been 
  really impressed with her hard work and Mollie should feel very proud of herself.  

Fritton: Lily for all round excellence!  

Barton: Eve for a super attitude in all lessons and producing some excellent biographical 
  writing about Nelson Mandela . 

Surlingham: Simon for brilliant effort in maths generally and for not giving up and mastering 
  long multiplication   

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn4.vectorstock.com%2Fi%2F1000x1000%2F11%2F53%2Fhappy-new-year-2019-vector-20931153.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fhappy-new-year-2019-vector-20931153&docid=NosV
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpng.pngtree.com%2Felement_our%2Fpng%2F20181022%2Fhappy-new-year-2019-png_145039.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpngtree.com%2Fso%2Fhappy-new-year-2019&docid=ZIazFBUcyJQLGM&tbnid=JWf84Aflk_NMkM%3A&vet=10ahUKE
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT COVID-19 

We continue to have a number of staff and pupils who are currently following isolation rules, having 
developed one of the potential symptoms of COVID-19 (see below). They are currently awaiting 
test results and we will update you in the event of a positive test result.  We continue to follow  
national guidance and testing will need to happen every time a someone develops one of the     
symptoms.  Please be vigilant for any other cases.  Please be reassured, that for most people,     
Coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness. 

What should I do if my child develops symptoms of COVID-19? 

The symptoms of COVID-19 are: 

 a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to 
measure your temperature) 

 a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more    
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual) 

 a loss of or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 
 
If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, or if you require any guidance 
about coughs or high temperatures, you can seek advice from NHS 111 or 
at: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/ 

If your child or anyone in the household does develop symptoms, a test MUST be arranged.  

Information on testing is available at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-
you-have-coronavirus/ 

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/test-trace 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-
if-you-have-coronavirus/ 

http://www.nnuh.nhs.uk/our-services/covid-19-testing-key-workers/ 

Tests can also be ordered via NHS 119. 

If a person has symptoms, they should self-isolate for 10 days. Their household should self-isolate 
for 14 days from when the symptomatic person first had symptoms. 

At the present time, parents/carers are reporting to us that the website and phone lines for  
booking tests are extremely busy. Please be persistent. 

If the test result is negative, the child can return to school and their household can end self-
isolation. Please forward a copy of the test result to us. 

The school will provide home-learning for any child who is self-isolating. Please contact your class 
teacher directly if you require further information about home schooling. 

In the event of a confirmed positive test result, the school will notify the local health protection 
team. 

The child or staff member will self-isolate for 10 days from the onset of symptoms and then     
return to school only if they do not have symptoms other than cough or loss of sense of 
taste/smell. 

Following advice from the local health protection team, your child may be required to self-isolate 
for 14 days if they have come into contact with someone who has a confirmed positive test result. 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/check-if-you-have-coronavirus-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/get-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/test-trace
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/
http://www.nnuh.nhs.uk/our-services/covid-19-testing-key-workers/
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What happens if my child is ill but without COVID symptoms? 

Providing that your child does NOT have any of the COVID-19 symptoms listed on the previous 

page, they are able to attend school if parents/carers judge that they are well enough to do so.  

However, if we are concerned that a child is not well enough to remain in school, we will contact  

parents/carers to come and collect them. 

Reporting an absence due to illness 

When using email or voicemail message to contact the school to report a child’s absence, please 

state the reasons for the child’s absence, making clear whether or not testing is necessary. 

 NUT ALLERGIES 

Please remember that we are a ‘no nut’ 
school.  Do not include products        
containing nuts, e.g. hazelnut chocolate 
spread or peanut butter, in your       
children’s lunchboxes 

END OF HALF TERM 

School Closes for half term on     
Wednesday 21st October.   

Thursday 22nd October and  

Friday 23rd October are INSET Days and 
the school will be closed to pupils. 

SPARE CLOTHES 

Please make sure that all children have a change of clothes on their peg.   

 

In the event of a toileting accident, or a child becoming muddy, we are unable to provide 
spare clothes.  Thank you. 

 

Please ensure that all clothing is clearly named. 

PARENTS EVENING 

Our normal practice would be to invite all parents/carers of children in Years 1 to 6 into 
school for a consultation meeting with their child’s teacher in the week before October 
half term.  

 

Although face-to-face meetings are not possible at the present time, it is important for us 
to share information with you about your child’s progress.  Over the coming weeks, we will 
be arranging for teachers to communicate with you via Zoom, or as an alternative, to     
contact you by telephone. Please watch out for a Parent Mail giving full information about 
how to arrange an appointment. 
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Governors’ Report to Parents/Carers, Autumn 2020 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are very pleased to welcome everyone back to school and a warm welcome to new parents. 
We recognise that some parents may have been concerned about their children returning to school, 
so it is heartening to see that attendance is so high.  
 
Throughout the lockdown and subsequent limited opening, the Head and Deputy Head have kept 
governors informed about online learning, provision for keyworkers’ or vulnerable children and     
arrangements for reopening.  
 
The governors have been impressed by the positive attitude from the staff and the effort made to 
support home learning, as well as providing some light entertainment with videos!  
 
In order to reopen the school, management had to complete a lengthy, detailed risk assessment to 
ensure that all possible safety measures had been taken. This has involved a lot of work              
reorganising school routines and classrooms but your children’s welfare is a top priority and we are 
confident that all possible measures have been put in place. Thank you to parents for supporting 
the new measures of social distancing and masks which we appreciate is not easy. We do need to 
keep our staff safe as well as the children. I have visited the school and was impressed by the  
purposeful atmosphere and relative normality as regards learning as well as the level of               
responsibility shown by the children accepting their new rules and systems. 
 
Even with home schooling, it is inevitable that children will have fallen behind with their learning. 
The government has promised some extra money and strategies for supporting children to catch up 
on lost learning will be monitored by the governors.  
 
Our regular meetings continue virtually and detailed reports are provided by the headteacher on all 
aspects of school life.  We continue to support the school with the vision of active learning and the 
extension of the outdoor play area plus covered reception area are a positive addition to the school 
grounds.  We are limited in outdoor space and hall space which is one of the reasons the governors 
have actively fought against proposals to increase numbers by having mobile classrooms. The school 
is now practically full and we believe increased numbers would have a detrimental effect on present 
children.  
 
Measures against COVID-19 have had a financial consequence, however, the school is in a positive        
position at the moment financially and is able to absorb these costs. Technology is a major expense 
and planning takes account of necessary future expense in this area. One major input this year is 
for reading books. Literacy is a key area for development and reading is at the heart of this. It is 
also an area which can be easily supported at home especially if your child has to self isolate for 
any reason.  
 
While face to face meetings are not possible, it is still important that parents are kept informed 
and that the school and parents work together. Parent Mail works well and there is information on 
the website, but please do contact the teacher if you have any concern. 
  
We are really pleased that the parent questionnaire gave such positive responses and we hope that 
your children will continue to enjoy their time at Poringland and achieve every success. 
 

 
Janette Johns   

Chair of Governors 


